KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: A FACT SHEET
FOR NEW MEXICAN RENTERS

2025 changes to the Uniform Owner-Resident Relations Act in terms of
housing application fees.

Transparent Fees

Landlords must disclose all fees in rental ads or listings —
including rent, screening fees, deposits, and any other
charges.

You have the right to see these fees before applying! Any
fees you pay must be agreed to in writing, and you must be
provided with a receipt.

Application Fees are Capped

Landlords can only charge up to $50 to screen applications.

If you were screened within the last 90 days for the same
property, you cannot be charged again.

Depending on the reason for your application’s denial, you may
be able to get your application fee back.

Tenants are also entitled to receive a copy of the screening
report upon request.

Fee Increases Require Notice

In most cases, if your landlord plans to change, add, or
increase fees, they must give you written notice at least 60
days before increasing any fees.

For short-term leases (less than one month), notice must be
given at least one rental period in advance.

Late Fees are Limited
E E Late fees cannot exceed 5% of your monthly rent (down

: : from 10%)

Unless you agree in writing, your rent payment must be
applied only to rent - not toward deposits or damages.

Remember: You Have Legal Rights!

If your landlord violates these rules, you can seek legal help and possibly recover penalties.
Call NM Legal Aid: 1-833-LGL-HELP (1-833-545-4357) or visit: https://newmexicolegalaid.org/



https://newmexicolegalaid.org/

HOW SB267 IMPACTS OUR WORK:
A GUIDE FOR HOUSING ADVOCATES
AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Enhanced Tenant Protections

e Increased transparency and limits on fees reduce
financial barriers for renters.

e Tenants are better informed and empowered to protect

their rights.
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. New Opportunities for Education and Outreach

-—
- = e Use this law as a foundation to educate tenants on their
| - rights and landlords on compliance.

» Develop workshops, flyers, and one-on-one counseling
tailored to these new rules.

Strengthened Legal Remedies © 4 4@

e Tenants now have clearer private remedies and may
pursue civil penalties against non-compliant landlords.

e Connect tenants with legal aid and tenant rights

L\\%%
organizations for support. O \\\
O

Collaboration with Landlords

¢ Promote landlord compliance to reduce disputes and

evictions.
e Share best practices and resources to encourage
transparency and fairness.

Data Collection and Advocacy d .
e Monitor compliance and collect data on violations to inform J \
future advocacy. J |
e Use stories and evidence from the community to push for O O O 1
ongoing tenant protections and affordable housing (—m—w
initiatives. N
A S

Remember: There are pathways for legal action!

If a landlord violates these rules, tenants can seek legal help and possibly recover penalties.
Call NM Legal Aid: 1-833-LGL-HELP (1-833-545-4357) or visit: https://newmexicolegalaid.org/



https://newmexicolegalaid.org/

Conozca Sus Derechos: Hoja Informativa
para Inquilinos en Nuevo Mexico

Cambios de 2025 a la Ley Uniforme de Relaciones entre
Propietario y Residente en relacidn con las tarifas de solicitud de vivienda.

Transparencia en Tarifas

Los propietarios deben informar por adelantado todas las tarifas
en anuncios de alquiler, incluyendo la renta base, tarifas de
solicitud, depdsitos y otros cargos.

Usted tiene derecho a conocer todos los costos antes de
presentar una solicitud.

Las tarifas de solicitud estan limitadas.

Los propietarios solo pueden cobrar hasta $50 por revisar solicitudes.

Si usted fue evaluado dentro de los Gltimos 90 dias para la misma
propiedad, no pueden volver a cobrarle.

Si su solicitud no es procesada o el propietario acepta a otro
solicitante previo, deben reembolsarle la tarifa de evaluacion.

Los inquilinos también tienen derecho a recibir una copia del informe
de evaluacidn si la solicitan.

Notificacion Previa de Aumentos en Tarifas

Si el propietario desea aumentar alguna tarifa (como cargos por
pagos atrasados), debe notificarle por escrito con al menos 60 dias
de anticipacion antes de renovar su contrato.

Para alquileres de menos de un mes, el aviso debe ser al menos
con un periodo de alquiler de anticipacion.

s Late Fees are Limited
E E Los cargos por pago atrasado no pueden superar el 5% del monto de

: : la renta mensual (antes era el 10%).

A menos que exista un acuerdo por escrito, su pago de renta debe
usarse solo para cubrir la renta, no para depdsitos o dafos.

Protecciones Sisu arrendadorno cumple con estas reglas, usted tiene derecho a
buscar ayuda legal.

Legales

La ley permite que los inquilinos presenten demandas civiles y reciban
compensacion si se violan sus derechos.

Visite ___ para mas informacion.



INFORMATION FOR LANDLORDS:
COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST

2025 changes to the Uniform Owner-Resident Relations Act in terms of
housing application fees.

Disclose All Fees

Include the total rent, screening fees, deposits, and other
charges in all rental listings and ads.

Set Application Fees to $50

Provide written notice of the screening fee before collecting it.

Refund screening fees promptly if the application is not
processed or if the background check was never pursued.

Remember: All other fees associated with the application
process are not allowed. This does not impact regular monthly
fees disclosed in the rental agreement.

Provide Proper Notice for Fee Increases

Give tenants written notice at least 60 days before the lease
renewal for any fee increases.

For leases shorter than one month, provide notice at least
one rental period before the increase.

Limit Late Fees

Ensure that late fees do not exceed 5% of the monthly rent
(down from 10%)

Understand Penalties

[ )
/ -
These new rules are enforceable by the NM State Attorney ) -

General’s office. Violations can result in civil penalties and legal ,

action.
ol

BESt * Keep clear, dated records and receipts of all notices, fee
. payments, and refunds.
Practices: -« communicate openly with tenants about any fees and changes in
writing and document.
* Review and update lease agreements and rental listings to reflect
the new requirements.

Visit: for more information
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