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Program Opens Up Doors to Public in An Effort to Creatively Challenge Individuals 

By Amanda Stevens 
Of the Journal
    Homeless people with artistic skills have found an outlet for their talents at ArtStreet.
    A division of Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless, ArtStreet provides an open studio at every Thursday and Friday afternoon, with special workshops one Saturday a month. The program is housed at the Health Care for the Homeless complex at First and Mountain NW.
    Although about 85 percent of the ArtStreet's participants are homeless, anyone is welcome at the open studio, program coordinator Brenda Bunker said.
    Tonight, the public is invited to view their works during an artist reception for "Tastes Like Chicken— Art Imitating Art" at the Harwood Art Center.
    There are about 50 pieces of artwork in the show, and during the reception there will be a poetry reading as well as a table with smaller items for purchase, Bunker said.
    "The artists at ArtStreet do a lot of mixed media work," Bunker said. "People work with a lot with found objects... A lot of people interpreted the name and made art that is representative of another artist's work, or using a more famous artists' work, doing a take off on it. So, it's actually a very interesting show."
    Artists at ArtStreet are given 100 percent of the profits made from selling their artwork. They are also given the opportunity to earn money by teaching a workshop or mentoring a new arrival for the day.
    "We bring people up into the mentoring positions and they learn skills... Part of what we want to try to accomplish here is people learning through other people and community," Bunker said.
    "It's very consistent," Charles Gordon, an ArtStreet artist, said of the program. "It's here and I can depend on it. I have expectations when I come here. This is all that exists. I can just get away. This is a real treat for me. The people and environment is very good."
    Gordon, who has three pieces in the show and paints in all mediums, recently taught a workshop on how to mix colors, different painting techniques and how to evolve a sketch into a painting.
    He said those are all things he learned from his seventh-grade art teacher.
    "He let me hang out with him after school and paint," Gordon said. "He was a photographer. He's my inspiration."
    Other participants in ArtStreet are self-taught artists, such as Dana Moss.
    Originally from Florida, Moss never has a plan when she sits down to paint.
    "It comes from my mind to the brush and onto the paper," she said. "Sometimes it makes what I call mud pies ... and they go in the trash."
    Moss, who has three or four pieces in the show, creates dreamcatchers and paints in watercolor.
    "I got trapped here by the mountains and the lakes," Moss said. "So my inspiration is sites I've seen in New Mexico."
    "Tastes Like Chicken— Art Imitating Art" shows through Wednesday.
    
If you go
    WHAT: Artist reception for "Tastes Like Chicken— Art Imitating Art."
    WHEN: 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. today.
    WHERE: The Harwood Art Center, 1114 Seventh NW, near Mountain NW.
